
KEYNOTES AND PUBLIC TALKS BY DR. RUTHERFORD H. PLATT
(Since 2004, excluding guest class lectures)

Organizer, Welcome, and Closing, Rediscovering Jane Addams in a Time of Crisis, 
Northampton, MA, November 11, 2017

Keynote Talk, Florida Native Plant Society Annual Convention, Orlando, FL May 21, 
2011.

Plenary Panelist, NAE Convocation of Professional Engineering Societies, Keck Center 
of the National Academies, Washington, DC, May 16, 2011

Plenary Panelist, “Water Supply Protection Through Watershed Management: 
The New York City and Metro Boston Strategy” Annual Conventions of American 
Society of Civil Engineers, Las Vegas, NV, October 21, 2010.

Plenary Speaker, 21st-Century City Conference, Dallas City Hall, Dallas, TX, Nov. 12, 
2010.

Invited Panelist, Legal Study Group of the Institute of Australian Geographers
Joint Australian-New Zealand Conference, Christchurch, NZ July, 2010.

Organizer and Welcomer, Turning the Tide: New York’s Waterfront in Transition, 
Roosevelt House, CUNY-Hunter College, Feb. 24, March 17, April 7, April 28, 
2010.

Plenary speaker, Baltimore Ecological Study (BES) Conference, Baltimore, MD, Oct. 21, 
2009. 

Keynote, Urban Restoration Workshop, Center for Biodiversity & Ecology Research, 
University of Waikato, Hamilton, NZ, July 7-9, 2009

Session Organizer and Speaker, American Public Gardens Association Conference: 
“Botanic Garden Outreach to Distressed Neighborhoods” St. Louis, MO June 29, 
2009

Organizer and Keynote, Humane Metropolis Baltimore, Baltimore, MD June 11, 2009 
(with Lincoln Institute of Land Policy)

Public Lecture, Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies, Millbrook, NY, June 4, 2009

Panelist, Forum on the New York City Waterfront, CUNY Graduate Center, Feb. 25, 
2009. 

Keynote: Native Plants in the Landscape Conference, Millersville, PA, June 5, 2008

Keynote: First National Initiative: “Growing Food and Justice”, Milwaukee,  Sept. 19, 
2008



Organiser and Keynote, The Inland Empire: A More Humane Metropolis, Riverside, CA, 
Jan. 24, 2008. (with Lincoln Institute of Land Policy)

Keynote: New Directions in the American Landscape Conference, New London, CT Jan. 
11, 2008 and Morris Arboretum, Swarthmore, PA, Jan. 17, 2008

Keynote: Bridging Science and Society -EuroMAB 2007, Antalya, Turkey, November 12, 
2007.

Keynote: New York Metro Chapter of the American Planning Association conference, 
New York, Oct. 12, 2007. 

Closing Speaker: “Connecting Green: Regional Summit on Greenspaces”  Portland, OR,

Organizer and Keynote, “Pittsburgh: A More Humane Metropolis”  Pittsburgh, PA, March 
23, 2007  

Keynote: “New Directions in Urban Watershed Management,” Workshop on New York 
City Watersheds, Queens College, New York, March 30, 2007

Book Talks on: The Humane Metropolis: People and Nature in the 21st Century City, 

Portland Audubon Society, Portland, OR  June 27, 2007
Portland Department of Planning, Portland, OR June 27, 2007
University of Pennsylvania School of Urban Planning and Design, Jan. 11, 2007
Conway School of Landscape Design, March 13, 2007
Dept. of Urban Planning, University of Southern California, Jan. 22, 2007
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Cambridge, MA  Nov. 8, 2006
Municipal Art Society, New York City, Nov. 14, 2006

Plenary Speaker, “Urban Watershed Management” Growing Greener Cities Conference, 
Univ. of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Oct. 16, 2006

Keynote: “Chicago Wilderness:  Flagship Of The Urban Biodiversity Movement” Chicago
Wilderness Tenth Anniversary Celebration, Field Museum, Chicago, May 17, 
2006

Keynote: “Rapid Urban Change: Some Lessons From New York City For Istanbul” 
Workshop on “Urban Biosphere Reserves: Potential Benefits for Istanbul” 
Istanbul Technical University, Jan. 31-Feb1, 2005.

Public lecture: “Learning from Disasters: The Synergy of Law and Geography” New York 
Municipal Art Society, May 10, 2005

Keynote: “Learning from Disasters: The Synergy of Law and Geography” San Diego 
University Law School, Feb. 17, 2005. 

Public lecture: “Regreening the Metropolis: Pathways to More Ecological Cities.” 
Sponsored by Mount Holyoke College, Oct. 22, 2003.



Keynote: Urban Biosphere and Society: Partnership of Cities.  Sponsored by Columbia 
University and UNESCO (CUBES). New York Academy of Sciences, Oct. 29-30, 
2003. 

Keynote: “Regreening the Metropolis: Pathways to More Ecological Cities,” 7th Annual 
Urban Initiatives Conference: Milwaukee’s Urban Environment – Cultivating the 
Ecological City., May 26, 2004.

Plenary Address: “Water and Cities: New Directions in Urban Watershed Management,” 
Conference on The Confluence of Water, Society, and Ecological Design 
Chicago, IL, June 9, 2004. 

Public Lecture: “Pathways to More Ecological Cities,” Houston Area League of Women 
Voters, November 11, 2004


